
From: James Cogdell
To: Soave, Melissa
Subject: Fwd: FW: DRAFT--Re: Linguistics MA/Ph.D. Semester Conversion Proposal Inquiry....
Date: Thursday, February 10, 2011 10:14:14 PM
Attachments: Progam and Course Request ASSIST.webarchive

ATT00001.htm

Melissa,

   I think this is also to be attached to the proposal for CAA approval.

-- Jim

-------- Original Message --------
Subject:FW: DRAFT--Re: Linguistics MA/Ph.D. Semester Conversion Proposal

Inquiry....
Date:Thu, 10 Feb 2011 16:42:13 -0500
From:Wolf, Kay <Kay.Wolf@osumc.edu>

To:'James Cogdell' <cogdell@math.ohio-state.edu>

 
 
 
From: Williams, Valarie [mailto:Williams.1415@osu.edu] 
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 4:17 PM
To: Wolf, Kay; Liddle, Bill; duggineni.1@osu.edu; Sarah Douglas
Cc: Williams, Valarie; ehume@ling.osu.edu; mcgory.1@osu.edu; David Odden
Subject: Fwd: DRAFT--Re: Linguistics MA/Ph.D. Semester Conversion Proposal Inquiry....
 
 

Dear Sarah and review committee members,
 
Thank you for your feedback on the graduate programs from the Department of
Linguistics.  Dr. David Odden, Dr. Julia McGory, and I met and reviewed your
comments.  We have threaded our answers to your questions below:
 
 

LINGUISTICS Ph.D.
 
1. We have some concerns regarding your transition plan (as listed on your
proposal page 11, CAA page 17). For example, other proposals that have
been brought forward to CAA have detailed schematics of transition plans
for students as well as specific contingency plans (involving course
equivalency) should students not complete an entire sequence by the time
the semester change takes place.

 
I believe from my observations of the proposals that were brought forward to
CAA over the past few weeks that those programs are more "lock-step" in nature
which requires the program transition to be more detailed in its plan.  As you
will find over the next few months as the graduate programs and many
undergraduate programs come forward to CAA from the Humanities, especially,
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LINGUISTICS MA:
 
1. Our concerns regarding transition plans are relevant to the MA proposal as well.






Since the same two core courses are required on both the quarter version and the semester version of the MA, the department does not anticipate any problems for students transitioning from quarters to semesters.  As laid out on pages 11 and 12 of CAA, students took 2 required core courses (non-sequenced) on quarters, and they will take 2 on semesters.  They selected one course from the core requirements and they will on semesters--and the courses are the same, as you can tell from the titles.  As in quarters, the rest of the credit hours are achieved through electives that support the students' interests.  Therefore, the department anticipates no problems with transition, especially since there is no sequence requirement.





 
2. Our question pertaining to the relationship between current courses and those listed for semesters applies to the MA as well.






Please see above answer.
 
3. We have several questions regarding to the elimination of the BA/MA track. We understand, given the content of the proposal, that this was a well-thought-out decision made with plenty of student feedback, both undergraduate and graduate. However, we would like more information as to the plan for students currently in the program: How will their progress continue if they are still in the program once the semester conversion takes place? Will these students be required to apply for the masters program or will they be granted entrance automatically? In all, we would like to know what specific accommodations or transition plans have been made for these students in order to ensure their continuation in the program and the receipt of a degree. (On a very minor note, the section where elective courses are listed (under "2. List of Semester Courses), "Courses" is misspelled as "Coures").






The entrance to the BA/MA program was suspended in Autumn Quarter 2010.  There is currently one student in the program, and he will graduate June 2012.  No transition plan is needed as no students will be entering that degree program going forward, and the one student in the program will be graduated.
 
4. As to CAA page 11, under "3. Semester Advising Sheet", "C. Research Requirements", we would like some clarification on the masters thesis. We are curious about the generation of the thesis and how the work created in one of the listed ways (class paper, Qualifying Paper, paper to fulfill a language requirement) is transitioned into a Masters Thesis. 






At the best, this is what the department terms "advising chat."  This paragraph has been rewritten and is pending approval of the department's Graduate Program Committee.  This language will be changed to the following:  MA Thesis: Students earning an M.A. in linguistics must write a master's theses presenting publishable original research. The thesis is prepared, formatted, read and approved by the master's examination committee which includes the avisor an at least one other member of the graduate faculty. The thesis is defended orally during the Master's Examination, and submitted to the Graduate School following section VI.4 of the Graduate School Handbook. The Master's Examination is a one hour oral examination. Its format is as follows: in the typical case, 15 minutes is set aside at the beginning for an oral presentation by the student, followed by 15-20 minutes of questioning by each member of the Examination Committee, and 10 minutes should be allowed for closed deliberations by the Examination Committee. Other faculty members and graduate students may attend the open part of the examination.





We would also like to know more about the Examination Committee, such as who the members of this committee are and how they are chosen. 






The student's Advisor, and one other graduate faculty member as per Graduate School rules 6.2.

In all, we would ask for further definition of the paragraph under "C. Research Requirements" so that the process is more defined. (We would also like to request a short description of each of the choices so that we can better understand the entire process).






Please see above answer to number 4.
 
I believe that those are all of our questions thus far. We would appreciate clarification or feedback on these at your earliest convenience and if you have any questions for us in return, we would be happy to answer them as soon as we can so that we can get this proposal moving forward.










Thank you.  If you would like to send the programs back to us in PACER, then we can make the corrections of typos and the credit hours and drop in the paragraph for Section C of Research Requirements, or you could merely lay these explanations over your CAA proposals. 


We look forward to the proposals moving forward to full committee for approval and will enjoy being at CAA when this happens.


Many thanks for your diligence as we continue to provide excellent educational opportunities for our students in this time of transition from quarters to semesters.


On behalf of Dr. David Odden and Dr. Julia McGory,


Valarie 


-- 
Valarie Williams, M.F.A., Ph.D.
Associate Dean, College of Arts and Sciences, Arts and Humanities
Director, OSU Urban Arts Space
Professor of Dance
 
114 University Hall
230 N. Oval Mall
Columbus, OH  43210

FAX:    614-247-7498
phone: 614-292-4435















many are course to course translations--i.e.,  we required 5 individual (i.e., non-
sequenced) courses on quarters and we require 5 courses on semesters.  In the
case of graduate programs that transitioned with minimal conversion, you will
find similar course-to-course translations.  So if a graduate student took two core
courses, one elective core, and then selected from a list of courses on quarters,
the same will hold true for semesters and no sequencing is required.  It is rare
that sequencing is a part of our programs.  For the graduate programs in
LInguistics, there is no required sequence, and thus, the graduate programs are
more flexible.

Although we applaud the department's dedication of intent to work with students one-on-
one to ensure that the transition goes smoothly, given the Ph.D. program's structure
(progress tracked through separate and defined stages 0-4), we request more information
on this issue.   
 
We tried to address this in the below paragraph, but I also wanted to point out
that many of the undergraduate and graduate programs in the Humanities and
some in the Arts are highly individualized, i.e., there are one or two core course
requirements, and then students select, with an advisor, the remaining courses.
 So the individualized advising that is the hallmark of many of our programs
continues throughout the semester transition.
 
Please see page 8 of CAA in the "List of Semester Courses."  The required core
courses are listed for students who began 2008 and before and for students who
began 2009 and after.  The quarter to semester version of the PhD program
requirements did not change, and there are no required course sequences, in
contrast to what you indicated above.  Therefore, students will not be "missing" a
part of a sequence as there is none required.  The nature of this PhD program is
individualistic.  Therefore, there is no single way to complete the coursework,
but multiple ways that reflect the interests of the student.  The stages and
milestones on p. 11 of CAA do not constitute a sequence, but rather, they are
literally "milestones" or events that happen in the graduate student's life within
this program, not unlike similar stages implied in most graduate programs.  The
word "typically" is written throughout this paragraph to indicate that students
normally submit their First Qualifying Paper in the beginning of the third year,
but there is always the understanding that sometimes things do not progress in a
timely manner.  That is why we call them "stages" and not a year by year
schedule.

2. As to the courses that have been listed in the proposal, we would like to have some
idea of how these courses relate to the courses currently offered under quarters. We
understand that some have been created (as listed on CAA page 7 under "Rationale") but
we would like to understand how the courses listed under "List of Semester Courses"
(Proposal pages 2-4, CAA page 8-10), both "Required" and "Elective", relate to current
courses offered by the department, both in course number and course credit hours.
 
The new courses are listed on page 7 CAA as you indicate and the rationale
states no courses have been eliminated.  The semester versions of current courses
are listed after that on pages 8-10.  (please note on page 12 of CAA, those credits
should read 5, not 3) While there is no requirement from CAA that there also be
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a listing of the quarter credit hours and course numbers (please see requirements
from OAA included in PACER and attached to this email), by laying the quarter
advising sheet and the semester advising sheet side-by-side, you can see the
direct translation of the core courses.  If you would like to see the previous
course numbers and credit hours and the rationale for each course change for the
elective courses, these are found at the following:
 
curriculum.osu.edu
enter your login:  name.#
enter your password for your osu email.
 
It is the understanding of ASC that members who are on CAA and on the
subcommittees have "view only access" so that they may look up course details
when they have particular questions.
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